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Genuine Jesus

“Who Do You 
Believe?”

1 John 5:9-12
Intro: We had a great time with our ‘This Is Us’ sermon series, but it’s time to 
come back to 1 John and land the Genuine Jesus plane…..

-We will do that this month.

Review: It’s important to keep the context of John’s letter before us.
-John is dealing with people claiming to know God—and claiming to have 

secret knowledge about God that others didn’t have.
-These false professors and false teachers we putting a trip on true 

believers—telling them they didn’t have the whole story.
-These false teachers eventually became known as ‘gnostics’.
-Gnostic = knowledge.
-Knowledge was supreme. 
-Gnostics saw themselves as a privileged class elevated above everybody 
else by their higher, deeper knowledge of God.
-Humanity right from the jump has sought salvation through knowledge.
-I trust you remember what the Temptation Tree in the Garden was 

about……Knowledge….
-You’ll never reach God by pursuing knowledge.

1 Corinthians 1:21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save 
those who believe.

>The word for wisdom here is ‘sophia’ and means ‘….knowledge acquired by 
acuteness and experience, and summed up in maxims and proverbs……science 
and learning….’

-God wisely made it so that humans could not reach Him through mere 
intellectual pursuit.

-This explains why Paul said there are people who are…..

2 Timothy 3:7 always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the 
truth.
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>Listen, the Bible reveals that God is both incomprehensible and knowable.

Psalm 145:3 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, and his greatness is 
unsearchable. 

>God can never be known exhaustively.
-But He can be known truly and personally.
-God is personal, has definite characteristics, and has personally revealed 
himself so that he can be truly known.
-Jesus said….

Matthew 11:27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no 
one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the 
Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

John 17:3 And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom you have sent.

>This is the Apostle John’s subject matter.
-The incomprehensible God can be known through Jesus Christ.

>Our passage this morning is found in 1 John 5……
-The last time we were here, we discovered that there was a triune 

witness testifying to the veracity of Jesus’ and the Apostle’s claims.
-The water; the blood and the Spirit.

A. THE WATER

>Jesus came “by water and blood.” 
-The water speaking of His baptism in Jordan.
-What significant event happened when Jesus was baptized in the 

Jordan?
>The Father spoke from heaven and said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased” (Matt. 3:13-17). 

-Something else happened that was also hugely significant…..
-Do you remember?
-The Spirit descended like a dove and rested on Him. 
-There they are together…..the Father, the Spirit and the Son.
-This was the Father’s attestation of His Son at the beginning of Jesus’ 

ministry.
-This was the Spirit’s anointing of Jesus for ministry.

B. THE BLOOD
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>The Father testified to what was happening when His Son Jesus was on the 
cross shedding His blood for us: 

-The supernatural darkness… 
-The earthquake…. 
-The temple veil….  

>Jesus did not receive “the Christ” at His baptism and lose it at the cross (as 
some of the gnostics were saying)….on both occasions, the Father witnessed to 
the deity of His Son.

C. THE SPIRIT

>The Spirit completely committed to glorify Jesus Christ:

John 15:26 But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, 
the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.

John 16:14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

>We can trust the Spirit’s witness because (as John says) “the Spirit is the truth.” 
-We weren’t present at the baptism of Christ or at His death, but the Holy 

Spirit was present. 
-The Holy Spirit is the only Person active on earth today who was present 

when Christ was ministering here. (Besides the Devil, who is a liar 
and wants you to get caught up in error….)

-The witness of the Father is past history, but the witness of the Spirit is 
present experience. 

-The first is external, the second is internal—and both agree.
-The triune witness speak to the veracity of Jesus’ claims.

>John continues down this road:
-There are 3 things for us to consider and think through this morning.

THE SUPERIOR WITNESS

1 John 5:9 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, 
for this is the testimony of God that he has borne concerning his Son.

>We receive the testimony of men all the time:
-That’s what school was all about.
-That’s what books are all about.
-Articles, studies, news programs, the Google—the Wiki.
-The testimony of men.
-Some of it is true or accurate….as far as we can tell.
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*(Speaking of knowledge….did you know….
1. Mr Potato Head was the first toy to be advertised on TV?
2. A duel between three people is actually called a truel?
3. The stage before frostbite is called “frostnip”?
4. Snails have 14,000 teeth and some can even kill you? ….of course, they’d 
have to catch you first…
5. Even though Froot Loops are different colors, they all have exactly the same 
flavor?

>That is the testimony of men….and it appears to be accurate ……useless but 
accurate information.

-But then there’s other information that makes you wonder….

*(We’ve been inundated with information about the negative effects of sitting too 
much.

-Sitting is the new smoking.
-Sitting too much will one day transform you into a helpless, miserable, 

person who can barely walk we’re told.
-You need to buy a standing desk.
-Standing desk companies have been raking in the bucks.
-Well, not so fast…….This just in.
-A team of Canadian researchers have found that people who primarily 

stand at work are twice as likely to develop heart disease as their 
chair- dwelling counterparts. 

-From the team's summary of its to-be-published report:
-The incidence of heart disease among those respondents who 

stood a lot at work (6.6 per cent) was is similar to the 
incidence of heart disease among workers who smoked 
on a daily basis (5.8 per cent) or those who were obese (6.9 
per cent).

>So standing is the new smoking too.
-Sitting is bad.
-Standing is bad.
-We have conclusive proof now that life is the leading cause of death.

>And then there is incessant drumbeat of the testimony of man saying that we 
are purposeless, evolving creatures.

-The religion of Evolution with its attendant doctrines of gender fluidity, 
boundary-less sexual orientation has been preached and promoted 

as the primary testimony of man for quite some time.
-It is utterly false.
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-Time will reveal it to be nothing but a man-made construct to provide a 
narrative for our existence apart from God.

>Well-meaning Christian apologists jump into the fray and make perfectly logical 
arguments of why the design of creation demands there be a Designer…..but 
they are blown off as unscientific.

-Creationists and Intelligent Design proponents are scoffed at as though 
they were promoting fairly tales.

-The problem is articulated perfectly by the writer of Hebrews……

Hebrews 11:3 By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word 
of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.

>By faith we understand……
-Faith is not blind trust….but it is faith—not science—nonetheless.

>Sadly, many Christians are have accepted this testimony as truth and now try 
and make it fit with God’s testimony.

-For Christians to make evolution work, you have to say Adam and Eve 
weren’t the first 2 homosapiens…..

-Instead, God chose 2 homosapiens—after they had evolved for 
thousands of years—out of perhaps thousands of soul-less 

homosapiens….and breathed life into them.
-Others say Adam and Eve weren’t literally 2 people, but are figurative 

…..even though Jesus spoke of them as literal people.
>

2. THE PERSONAL WITNESS

1 John 5:10a Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself…

>You may feel like you’re beat up by the constant drumbeat of the testimony of 
man, but please understand…….the testimony of God is greater.

*(A Pilgrim’s Progress…..
-John Bunyan (not to be confused with Paul and his blue ox Babe…) 

began writing the book while in the Bedfordshire county prison for 
violations of the Conventicle Act of 1664, which prohibited the 

holding of religious services outside the auspices of the 
established Church of England.

-



6 of 8

3. THE AUDACITY OF UNBELIEF

1 John 5:10b …….Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar, because 
he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son.

*We receive the witness of men, so why should we reject the witness of God?
-People often say, “I wish I could have faith!” 
-But everybody lives by faith! 
-All day long, people trust one another. 
-Faith is the heart of life. 

*(You go to a doctor whose name you can’t pronounce. 
-He gives you a prescription you cannot read. 
-You take it to a pharmacist you don’t know. 
-He gives you medication you do not understand --- and yet, you take it.) 

>That is living by Faith!
-The fact is, we can’t get through a single day without living by Faith. 

*(When you flip a light switch you put faith in the electrical wiring. 
-When you turn the ignition switch in your car, you trust the motor. 
-When you drive through the intersection you trust the other cars won’t go 
through a red light.
-When you turn on Fox News you trust they’ll be campaigning for 

President Trump.
-When you turn on CNN you trust they’ll be
-When you mail a letter you have faith in the US Mail Service. Sometimes -

-- of course ---- your faith might be misplaced. Because faith is only as valuable 
as the OBJECT of that faith.
>If we can trust men, why can we not trust God? 
-And not to trust Him is to make Him a liar!

V. 10 ¶ He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that 
believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that 
God gave of his Son.

*Jesus is God: this is the first Christian certainty, and it is foundational to 
everything else.

3. THE HEART OF GOD’S TESTIMONY



7 of 8

1 John 5:11 And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is 
in his Son. 
12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does 
not have life.

>Many accuse Christians of being narrow:
-For the Christian it all comes down to Jesus Christ.

Matthew 7: 13  Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the 
way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:
Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it.

>You know, if truth stands in your way, you're headed in the wrong direction.

*( Truth is narrow: 
-If we were hiking and came to a wide river, and we learned that there was one 
bridge, down the river a mile or two, we wouldn't stomp in disgust and moan 
about how that was such a narrow way to think and that the bridge should be 
right there, where we were. 
-Instead, thankful that there was a bridge, we would go to it and cross over. >Or 
consider the following:  
-When we go to the doctor, we want a prescription for exactly what we will need 
to get well. 
-We would be quite startled if the doctor said, "These pills ought to cure you if 
you're sincere. I’m not sure what they are. But after all, we believe in health, don't 
we?"    
-Or would you trust yourself to a surgeon who had received no specialized 
training but was simply a really good person who meant well? 
Of course not! 
>You and I both know that truth is narrow. 
-And you will trust your life only to someone who knows exactly what he or she is 
doing.

John 14:6 ‘I am the WAY, the TRUTH, and the LIFE. No man comes to the Father 
but by Me….’
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