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This Is Us - Part 5 

“Reaching Our World” 
Matthew 28:18-20 

Intro: This is the final week of our ‘This Is Us’ sermon series. 
 -So far: 
  -Worship…. 
  -Word…… 
  -Love for each other (the new commandment—John 13:34-35) 
 
>We’ve come to the final piece of our mission statement. 
 -Loving God, Loving People, REACHING THE WORLD. 
 -Let’s read our text…… 
 
Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me.  
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[fn] the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  
20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” 
 
>Our text is commonly known as the Great Commission. 
 -Before Jesus died on the cross and rose from death, He told His disciples of a meeting 
 they would have after His resurrection. 
 -This meeting would take place 80 to the north in the Galilee Region, where Jesus grew  
  up. 
 
Matthew 26:32 But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee. 
 
>The Lord apparently appointed the meeting spot--a certain mountain in the Galilee region: 
 -Some think it was Mount Tabor--but most think it was the Mount of Beatitudes, 
 where    Jesus gave His sermon on the Mount. 
 
Matthew 28:16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them.  
17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 
 
>Most commentators believe this is where Jesus appeared to the large crowd after His 
resurrection: 
 -Paul alluded to the event in…. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,  
4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,  
5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  
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6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still 
alive…. 
 
>So after His resurrection, Jesus cruises up to the old neighborhood and meets with a large 
group of people; some of whom doubted that this was real. 
 -They wouldn’t doubt much longer…. 
 
*(*Big Idea: As followers of Jesus we are commissioned to live on mission as disciple-makers. 
Jesus doesn’t want us to retreat from the world, but rather, sends us into the world where we 
carry the heart of Jesus into our homes, communities, work places and schools. We desire to 
help people become life-long followers of Jesus.) 
 
We’re going to draw 5 things to your attention as we unpack the Great Commission. 
 -Please notice…. 
 
1. THE GOAL (OF THE GREAT COMMISSION) 
 
Matthew 28:19 ‘... Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…’ 
 
>Please carefully note that the goal of Great Commission is not converts, but disciples. 
 -What is a disciple? 
 -The word disciple is used nearly 270 times in the N.T. (compared to the word 
 ‘Christian’ which is used 2 times) and it simply means ‘...one who follows and   
  adheres to a teacher….’ 
 -The word covers a lot of territory. 
 -It includes various levels of commitment. 
>For instance, there are disciples who were interested in Jesus and intrigued by Jesus, but 
when the miracles decreased and the hard teaching increased, they bailed…. 
 -In John 6, He gave an intense teaching on how He was the bread of life and that  
  He must be consumed the bible says….. 
 
John 6:66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 
 
>There are people like that: They are intrigued by the teachings of Jesus and curious about the 
life of Jesus--and so they will attend church and read books--but when the hard teaching 
comes--when confronted with the reality that He must be committed to and consumed--they 
bail….. 
 -They are casual listeners….unwilling to commit and consume. 
>And then there are others who are convinced listeners, to the point that they believe it and 
even act upon it to a certain degree. 
 -They aren’t willing to suffer for it or die for it, but they are convinced of it. 
 -Joseph of Arimathea was religious Jew of rank and importance. 
 -He served on ‘the council’ or the Sanhedrin as they were known (a very  exclusive  
  group that held much power). 
 -It says of him in…. 
 
John 19:38 After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly 
for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave 
him permission. So he came and took away his body. 
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>Here is someone who is a convinced listener to the point that actions are taken, but there is 
still an unwillingness to lose position and power and prestige. 
 -There are casual listeners; convinced listeners and there are committed, life-long  
  followers, who have forsaken all in order to gain Christ. 
 -This is the disciple spoken of in the Great Commission. 
 -Not ‘...go into the world and make casual listeners or even convinced listeners,  but go  
  and make committed, lifelong followers of the Lord Jesus Christ…..’ 
 -Make disciples that will be in it for the long haul. 
 -Make disciples who when they hear the hard teachings, they don’t cut and run--they  
  lean in and press on. 
  
John 8:31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you abide in my word, you 
are truly my disciples, 
 
>True disciples are marked by perseverance…..and true disciples will bear fruit… 
 
John 15:8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my 
disciples. 
 
>This is our mission as a church corporately and individually: 
 -Biblical community and biblical mission are inseparable. 
 -If you are a part of Lighthouse--then we are on mission together to make disciples. 
 -If you are a born-again, justified, be-sanctified, one-day-to-be-glorified Christian,  
  You are a disciple and you should be making disciples. 
 -That’s what we do. 
 -That should be underneath every relationship, every activity; every gathering; every  
  ministry venture and every endeavor that we undertake. 
>This is the lens we look through as we scrutinize our ministries and practices as a church: 
 -Every thing we do needs to help fulfill the Great Commission. 
 -We need to be intentional about it. 
 -This gathering--the worship service--is disciple-making/Great Commission   
  fulfilling activity. 
 -As we will see, teaching is primary when it comes to disciple-making. 
>We have had lots of discussions in our pastor’s meetings about how to empower our people 
to make disciples and to see themselves and disciple makers. 
 -Every Sunday School teacher needs to see themselves as a disciple maker, fulfilling  
  the Great Commission. 
 -We want to speak into the lives of our coaches to empower them and help them to see 
 that their primary goal is not winning state championships (that’s a goal...just not  
  primary) but making disciples. 
 -We’re going to be intentional about speaking into the lives of our teachers here at LCS, 
 that they would be empowered as disciplemakers, fulfilling the Great Commission. 
 
2. THE AUTHORITY (FOR THE GREAT COMMISSION) 
 
Matthew 28:18 ‘... Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me.  
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…’ 
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>The question then becomes, ‘Who am I and where do I get authority to speak into the lives of 
people telling them to repent of their sin and believe in Jesus?’ 
 -Answer: Your authority comes from Jesus--who happens to have all authority. 
 -Right here is where there is a big hurdle in our minds. 
 -The big hurdle is, ‘Who? Me?’ 
 -And if we were honest we would all admit to fear and self-doubt and a host of other  
  flaws that we feel disqualifies us from the job of disciple-making and gospel 
sharing. 
 -Ironically, the very things we feel disqualify us are the very things that qualify us. 
  
1 Corinthians 1:26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to 
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth.  
27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in 
the world to shame the strong;  
28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to 
nothing things that are,  
29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 
 
>Who am I? 
 -I’m a small town kid who grew up in a broken home, the son of a bankteller. 
 -In the midst of chasing rock and roll dreams the Lord arrested me and gave me 
 a    hunger and a passion for His Word. 
 -I used to be scared spitless to get up in front of a group and talk. 
 -I don’t have any impressive degrees or formal education. 
 -Now you’re thinking, ‘Well, you’re not very impressive, are you Fadness?’ 
 -Exactly. 
 
2 Corinthians 3:5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but 
our sufficiency [is] of God; 
 
>Did you hear that? 
 -It’s not about you; it’s not about me; our sufficiency or competency to do what God  
  calls us to do comes not from ourselves but from God. 
>You see gang, the greatest obstacle to us sharing and reaching out to people with the gospel 
is fear and self-doubt, right? 
 -But that very fear and self-doubt that you have is proof of God’s design. 
 -It’s in our fear and self-doubt that God shows His power most clearly. 
 -Our weakness is put on display so that His strength is set against it. 
 -The result is that people don’t say, ‘This amazing guy witnessed to me and saved me  
  …..No, they say, ‘God did this in my life’. 
 
*(I ran into the guy who led me to Jesus some years ago...Sam Disatco: 
 -I asked, ‘Hey Sam, what was going through your mind when you were witnessing to  
  me?’ 
 -He said, ‘I was so scared…..’) 
 
>Listen folks, the One who has all authority has given you authority to make disciples: 
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 -You’re weakness and imperfections are the very backdrop He has chosen to display  
  His power. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power 
belongs to God and not to us. 
 
3. THE SCOPE (OF THE GREAT COMMISSION) 
 
Matthew 28:19 ‘... Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…’ 
 
>All nations: 
 -The word nations comes from the Greek word ‘ethnos’ and means ‘tribes or people  
  group’. 
 -It would include all religious groups of people. 
 -The One who has all authority over all people everywhere commands us to be   
  indiscriminate in our disciplemaking: 
 -That is, we should not exclude someone because they are a certain ethnicity or   
  religion. 
  
>The Great Commission encompasses all people--all ethnic groups--all religions. 
 
4. THE METHOD (TO FULFILL THE GREAT COMMISSION) 
 
Matthew 28:20 ‘... teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you….’ 
 
>Disciples are learners and they pass on what they learn: 
  
1 Corinthians 11:23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you… 
 
>Listen, you don’t have to know everything there is to know: 
 -And God is not calling you to win arguments--He’s calling you to make disciples. 
 -What you do know is what you are able to pass on. 
 -That was Paul’s method. 
 -We get into trouble when we attempt to pass on what we don’t know. 
>In John 1, three different people encounter Jesus and embark on a life of discipleship: 
  
John 1:29 The next day he (John the Baptist--Jesus’ cousin) saw Jesus coming toward him, 
and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
 
>So as soon as John sees Jesus, he proclaims, he shares the truth about Jesus. “Look, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”  
 -Now look at what happens as a result…..  
 
John 1:40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon 
Peter's brother. 
41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which 
means Christ). 
 
>So John sees Jesus, he proclaims who he is.  
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 -Andrew sees who he is; first thing he does is he goes and tells Simon, then look  
  down in verse 44.  
 
John 1:44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 
45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found him of whom Moses in the Law 
and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." 
 
>So three people encounter Jesus and the first thing they do is what?  
 -They share that Word.  
 -They teach about Christ and in so doing they introduce others to Christ. 
 
Romans 10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 
 
>Teaching--proclaiming the truth about Jesus is the first component of discipleship: 
 -And of course, we then become lifelong learners and the Word of God becomes  
  our sustenance. 
 -Teaching is the primary component of discipleship. 
 -Study the Word; learn the Word; meditate on the Word! 
 
5. THE PRESENCE (OF JESUS AS WE FULFILL THE GREAT COMMISSION) 
 
Matthew 28:20 ‘….And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age…..’ 
 
>This is the best news of all: 
 -The Lord doesn’t send us out on this disciple-making mission alone. 
 -He goes with us. 
 -The Lord is present with us every step of the way. 
 -What this means is that I don’t have to worry that I won’t have the words… 
 
>Moses wasn’t real keen on the whole speaking up for God thing either…. 
 
Exodus 4:10 But Moses said to the LORD, “Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent, either in the past 
or since you have spoken to your servant, but I am slow of speech and of tongue.” 11 Then the 
LORD said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or 
blind? Is it not I, the LORD?  
12 Now therefore go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall speak.” 
13 But he said, “Oh, my Lord, please send someone else.”  
14 Then the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses and he said, “Is there not Aaron, 
your brother, the Levite? I know that he can speak well. Behold, he is coming out to meet you, 
and when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart.  
15 You shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth, and I will be with your mouth and 
with his mouth and will teach you both what to do….. 
 
>Jeremiah had some of the same issues…. 
 
Jeremiah 1:6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I am only a 
youth.”  
7 But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’; for to all to whom I send you, you 
shall go, and whatever I command you, you shall speak. 
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8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, declares the LORD.” 
9 Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the LORD said to me, 
“Behold, I have put my words in your mouth. 
 
>Jesus encourages us not to worry about what to say…. 
 
Matthew 10:19 When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what 
you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in that hour. 
 
>How many of you have ever shared the Lord with someone and you said things that you didnt 
even realized you knew? 
 -You went away going, ‘That was really good……’ 
>Christ in you….empowering you, enabling you. 
 -He doesn’t leave us to accomplish the task alone. 
>Listen, I believe that American Christianity has become radically self-centered. 
 -Everything centers on us. 
 -But biblical disciple-making—the Great Commission is radically Christ-centered. 
 -And so the goal and purpose of our lives as we journey home to glory is not happiness  
  and personal success. 
 -It’s to make Jesus known; it’s to make His name great here in the Magic Valley and  
  around the world. 
 -We do that by being a radically committed, lifelong disciple of Jesus Christ who is  
  committed to making radically committed, lifelong disciples of Jesus Christ. 
>Are you a disciple? 
 -Are you a disciplemaker? 
 -Maybe you are and you aren’t even aware. 
 -Maybe it’s been unintentional. 
 -Let’s get intentional about it. 
>If you haven’t come to faith in Christ yet, please be advised that the discipleship piece is not 
optional. 
 -We don’t want to present a gospel that is compromised or incomplete. 
 -Jesus doesn’t ask for part of you--He asks for all of you. 
 -That’s the picture of baptism…… 
 -All of you goes down in the water and all of you is raised up in newness  of life. 
 -You say goodbye to your old religion and your old life and you begin to live for Jesus  
  and Him alone….. 
 
 
 
 
 


