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This Is Us 

“A New Commandment” 
John 13:34-35 

Intro: We are in Week 4 of our series ‘This Is Us’….where we are looking at the things that help 
us grow in our love for God and love for one another. 
 -Our mission statement ‘Loving God, Loving People and Reaching the World’ is really a  
  summation of what Jesus said the greatest commandments were. 
 -All of the law is summed up in loving God and loving your neighbor. 
 -So far we’ve looked at 2 components that are central to all that we do: 
  -Worship: 
   -1 Peter 2 - We are living stones being built up as a spiritual house in  
    order to offer spiritual sacrifices to God…. 
  -The Word:  
   -Reveals who God is 
   -Transforms us 
   -Gives us stability, influence, success….(informs relationships….so that  
    we can become tree planted by water, bears fruit…withstands 
the      elements….) 
   -Shows us our spiritual wealth (the Christian’s Promised Land—  
    Ephesians 1:3) 
   -Direction and guidance (Psalm 119:105) 
>This morning we’re going to shift gears and focus on our relationships with each other: 
 -Listen to what Jesus said concerning His disciple’s relationship with each other…. 
 
John 13:34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 
you, you also are to love one another.  
35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 
>Please note that Jesus isn’t talking about love for the lost or love for our family members or 
love for our enemies—we definitely are to love those various groups—but here He says that 
there is a uniqueness about our love for fellow disciples (Christ-followers). 
 -So unique and compelling in fact, that this love for one another is what will convince  
  people that we are followers of Jesus. 
 
*(Tertullian was an early church father.  
 -His father was the captain of a Roman legion and provided Tertullian with the   
  education and training to become a lawyer.  
 -When he was about 40, Tertullian became a follower of Jesus. 
 -He exuberantly embraced the gospel and ably used his legal skills to defend   
  Christianity from pagan attackers. 
 -Speaking to Christians, Tertullian said, “But it is mainly the deeds of a love so noble  
  that lead many to put a brand upon us. ‘See’, they say, ‘how they love one 
another’, for    they themselves are animated by mutual hatred. ‘See’, they say 
about us, ‘how they are  ready even to die for one another’, for they themselves would 
sooner kill.”) 
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>That’s exactly what Jesus is talking about. 
 
*(I remember seeing a Peanuts comic strip….. 
 -It’s Christmas time and Lucy comes in where Charlie Brown is standing and says, 
 "Merry Christmas, Charlie Brown. `Tis the season of peace on earth and good will  
  toward men. Therefore, I suggest we forget all our differences and love one 
another." 
 -Charlie Brown, whose face lights up at this, says, "That’s wonderful, Lucy. I’m so glad  
  you said that. But tell me, do we have to love each other only at this season of 
the    year? Why can’t we love each other all year long?" 
 -Lucy retorts, "What are you, a fanatic or something?”) 
 
>The love that Jesus is talking about is not occasional; it’s to be the every day currency of His 
followers: 
 
*Big Idea: Jesus’ love is a discipling love. Discipleship happens in relationships. God’s people 
are to live in community with each other for the purpose of growth in maturity and 
Christlikeness.  
 
1. TRANSFORMATION IS A PROCESS (life-long) 
 
Romans 12:1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  
2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that 
by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 
A. Pride Is The Problem (for everyone) 
 
Romans 12:3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself 
more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned. 
 
B. Community Is Crucial  
 
Romans 12:4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have 
the same function,  
5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 
 
2.. GIFTS ARE TO BE USED  
 
Romans 12:6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if 
prophecy, in proportion to our faith;  
7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching;  
8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who 
leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 
 
 Prophecy 
 Service 
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 Teaching 
 Exhortation 
 Giving 
 Leadership 
 Mercy 
 
3. CHRISTLIKENESS IS DEVELOPED 
 
A. Love Is Purified  
 
Romans 12:9a Let love be genuine. 
 
B. Others Are Championed  
 
Romans 12:10b Outdo one another in showing honor.  
 
C. Fire Is Kindled 
 
Romans 12:11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 
 
D. Joy Is Cultivated 
 
Romans 12:12 Rejoice in hope 
 
E. Suffering Is Embraced 
 
Romans 12:12b be patient in tribulation 
 
F. Generosity Is Developed 
 
Romans 12:13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 
 
G. Bridge-Building Is Nurtured 
 
Romans 12:15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  


